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discussions. Meetings were held in Kozhikode, Manjeri and other
places in turn. Manjeri Rama lyer, K. Madhavan Nair etc. were
the main members then. Dr. Annie Beasent's participation was a
source of inspiration for them. The Malabar Kalapam connected
with the Khilafat movement, took place in 1921, mainly in the
areas around Malappuram.22 It had effected the working of the
Congress adversely.  The role of news papers like
Swadeshabhimani and Mathrubhumi in helping freedom struggles
can not be underestimated. The Keralites too had actively par-
ticipated in the salt movement at Payannur in 1931 under the
leadership of Kelappan and Kurur Nilakanthan Nambudiripad,
following the morals of Gandhiji.2^ In all the endeavours for
freedom, Kerala too had reacted positively.

The social and political issues in connection with the freedom
struggle didtouch the hearts of the literary talents of that period, as
well. Besides in the literatures ofSwami Vivekananda, Ja;waharial
Nehru, Mahatma Gandhi and Sri Aurobindo, one can hear echoes
of nationalism and patriotism in the lines of Sarojini Naidu,
Rabindranath Tagore and Subramania Bharati. Even in Kerala,
people in all walks of life were saturated with the urge of freedom.
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